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ue TO: VISA DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE | | 
V November 28, 1941 
In connection with the below entitled visa applicant case the files of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation reflect the following information. 


Very truly yours, 


rs — ~ a ae | ; Sos Soactese 
CONBIDENTIAL a. 2 f 


. John Edgar Hoover 
Director = 
Enclosure | ee 


ODORE VON KARMAN$ 
: es | Sponsors | 
Passports and Visas 


Green e, New Jersey 


vidual, information is available that 
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Visa Division, Department of State 2 


A sonfi den t: : 
1937, that 


PROFESSOR THEODORE VON KARMAN 
University Aeronautics, Pasadena, Calif. 


: Information is available that he is a Hungarisn Jew, who 
first entered the United States in October, 1926, and since that tine, 
has made numerous trips between the United States and Europe. It was 
reported in May, 1941, that von Karman's sister, who lives with hin, 
"++ uses satarey as declared herself. to be a Nasi syepathigzer.on many occasions, and... sss, 
does not try to hide the fact that she is in favor of the Nasi cause. 
Von Karman is presently under investigation by this Bureau, along with 
two other individuals, all of whom are suspected of being engaged in 
espionage activities. (65-8943+46) 


The duplicate copy of Form 6H is being returned herewith. 
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July 18, 1942 
TO: VISA DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


In connection with the below entitled visa applicant case the files of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation reflect the following information. 


—_ 
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Very truly yours, 
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' John Edgar Hoover 
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a SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 
o | 3 PASSPORTS ARD VISAS 
PROFESSOR THEODORE VON KARMAN 
. University Aeronautics ee eee we «aad 
ee TE ne ae, . , a. Pasadena, California Se ara a eee Oe Lic 
6 
: Reference is made to my let 28, 1941, in 
connection with the vise application of et al, in which 
was furnished concerning Professor Theodore on Karman and one <£_ 
¥r. Tolso ‘The following informatioenis. now available concerning | ~-° 
Mr. E. A. TwiKarman. ; = DESO phe D077 - 
Mr. Clegg : INDEXER wa 3 ; aa 
Vr. Glavin A confidential informant adv eS 7 | 


.Ladq Theodore Von Karman, together with other 


- moer ops $ ww THY 
va RALABUGLEALy Dag NVEACGATON 


icholeae whe California Institute of. rechno tagy) and 7 Firtue ofijpuch postition 
vee Med-aecess to the testing facilities for pied, hddis i ea 


Mr. Tracy Savas The informant did not furnish information bf 8. SPREAAT IMEYRORCRISFICE 

ee peo ‘indicated that Von Karman was engaged in any—susppctons-ar ef, 

fess Coffey gested that he be investigated as he was o the opinion that he 
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Visa Division, Departuent of State | 2 


Other information advised that Von Karman was entirely , 
reliable and was anti-Hari in sympathy. It has been reported that a number 
of marked maps of the TVA and various other bridges were discovered in 
the davenport taken from the home of one Theodore Yon Karman, who at that 
time was residing at.1601 South Marengo Street, Pasadena, California. 
In this sane connection, it was etated that this individual had been called. 
in by the Federal Government as an expert on stresses and strains after ¢* . 
OOllapse of the Takoma Bridge in Washington, and that he had made @ survey. 
of all suspension bridges in this country for the government. There ig 
conflicting evidence as to whether or not this individual is on friendly 
terms with one Alexander Goets of California, concerning whom considerable 
derogatory infermation i¢ available indicating pro-Gerran syxpathies. 

7 (65-8943-49) 

Information made available indicates that Von Karman, on 


| December 19, 1940, wrote to an individual of German extraction who was 


suspected of having engaged in espionage activities in this country. 
: s (65-8943..55) | 
Confidential information is available that You Karman corres- 


in espionage activities. (65-8943-55) \ 


On January-12, 1942, information was nade available that an : : 


anonymous telephone call at Log Angeles, California reported that prunes aetely 
one year before a man by the name of T. Kodama had contacted the informant 
relative to a business traneaction. Kodama advised that he was exnployed by | 
a Dr. Theodore Von Karaan, who was an airplene designer for the United States | 
Government and a Professor at the California Institute of Technology. ; 


_. fhe informant further advised that this individual Aisplayed a picture of | fe 


his employer, Dr. Theodore Yon Karman, dressed in a robe which bore a 
large svastika thereon. (65-8943-54) 


‘Information recefyed in June of 1942 from Los Angeles, California, ie 
advises that Theodore Yon Karman hae had a Japanese in his employ as a chauffeur 
€erdener and. general handy man. Information is available that this ee 
individual is a Japanese naned Podajiro Kodama and that he is reported to — an. 
be a structural engineer who could read dravings and blueprints. According . > 
to this information, this individual has in the past had accees to varicus «°° 
blueprints and éravings which Yon Karman had in hig. possession. Kodema, = 
according to this information, hae been removed from the Los Angeles area ak 
and ig no er = the employ of Von Karman. (65-99 43-5960) | b3 Zs ‘ 


; Von Karman is presently the subject of an espionage investigation <i 
being conducted by thie Bureau. wx re—t¢ : a 
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THEODORE VON KARMAN, with aliases, et al. “BSPIONAGE (G) 
3 A et al 


= ee OF FACTS: THEODORE VON KARMAN was probably 


furnished with an old style ident- nen 
eo _ | ification pass of the War Depart- 
ane. : = ment Air Corps Material Division, © Te ee 


ANS Wright Field, Ohio, which pass would | ran fares ea 
- ; A 6 6° take him under present regulations | . 
a . 9) only to the information desk at the | - 
ha field, or eny other air corps field, | ly 
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oe al further identification. VON KARMAN : 
a : has worked at Wright Field on re- re 
search problems in the aircraft lab- Bt 


ye oratory wind tunnel. 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special Agen Los Angeles, <= 
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O° —_ etd ae eR 
| ‘NV . fn investigation at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohi 2 was 
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. THiscascoricinatepat LOS ANGELES, “CALIFORNIA rs, | IA ri FILE NO. 65-265 : 


REPORT MADE AT a DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT Mane ev 
WHICH MADE — 


| 10S ANGEIES, CALIFORYEAl STO | 21-14; 
we yl TE THEODORE soe, :AN 7 | 4-27; 29-40 uence OF case | 
ae eee ALEXANDER, GOETZ rs rae - e ees - ees ee or - = ESPIONAGE 


| ‘Synopeis ok pAere A HBODORE, YON KARMAN, Professor « of pevonpitics : 
California Institute of Technology is alleged 
=$6 be a Hungarian Jew and very~imch opposed to 
Ba Government. Dr. SPIROXKYROPOUIOS, a Re- - 
search Feltow in Physics at CIT recently sub- . 
. mibted-plans. or specifications of a military - 
. nature to some U.S. Government department, Al 
* though KYROPOULOS thought this transaction con- 
“fidential, ALEXANDER GOETZ, Departmental Head ~ 
%. Bt cit, admonished KYROPOULOS for not taking the 
matter up with him before submitting it to govern- 
ment. GOETZ is native of Prussia, and thoughtto. 
be Nazi sympathizer, although he does not express 
beliefs. GOETZ is close friend of 
Salesman for Adolph Frese Corp., Los Angeles. 
is native of Germany who sells heat regula- 
tozs and thermometers which are used by aircraft © 
wIhamufacturers,. : 


_-and Ras gone out of his way to msciam verman 
‘Faffiliations, Although there are several foreign 
‘Teaching Fellows in Aeronautics Department at 
-CIT,"it is not known whether they have access 
| i) “the wind tunnel or confidential information 
“obtained therefrom, advised it is his 
belief that the wind tonnes at CIT iz closely’: 
guarded against unauthorized admittance - this - 
belief being substantiated by 
Pasadena, California, student at CIT. 
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The following investigatiém was conducted by Special Agent - 


_ Pasadena, Celifornia, 
| advised the os Angeles 
vivision py letter aatea Novemper 15, 1939 of the following information: 


a had received information that a Dr. SPIRO KYROPOUIOS,= 
a Research Fellow in Physies at the California Institute of Technology, 
Pasadena, recently submitted certain plans or specifications of a mili~ -. 
tary nature to some United States Government department, Although this 
transaction was confidential, Ir. KYROPOULOS was astonished a few days _ 
later to find that Ir, COETZ, head of one of the departments at Cit, | 

knew of this transaction. QOETZ is alleged to have admonished KYROPOULCS 
for not taking the matter uP with him before submittingdt to the Govern> | 
ments. 080 ee Se eT, aT ASE “ae, ies rica ae Seely gee ge a ae 
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KYROPOULOS took his degree in Physics at the University of” 
leipzig, and came to this country in 193’ 


KYROPOULOS is alleged 
to have been an engineer in the Gernmar submarine service during the  . 
first orld War. In this sane letter surnished the names of 
the following who are 
alleged to be p azi - the comments ol are quotede . | 


J ASPROWLACK, 40, definitely pro-Nazi. ILives at 
, “hotel, In U.S. about 12 yrs. Works as Florer Boy. 
tnafeur photographer.® | a 
faze unknorm, has final citizenship’ papers 
works in Flower Room, pro-Nazi, known as? ae 
Amateur photogranner.” 
“age unknown, no papers, know as 
possible pro-Nazi. _ 
.“age unknown, possible pro-Nazi." 
“Wace unknown, has citizenship papers, - 
- married, supposed to __ active in, if not head of, 
local Bund.® | | 3 
“age unknown, no oapers, possible pro-Nazi." 


umes we 


Upon interview advised that he has studied at 
the C-lifornia Institute vc. rechnology for the past vears 
and ig personally acquainted with the majority of proiessors at that ¥ 


institution. He stated that Dr. THEODORE VON KARMAN, Head of the - 
Aeronautics Tenartment at CIT. bears the’ ranitatinn of being definitely. 
anti-Nazi. said that an 
who is presently at CIT, a 
15 very anti-Nazi; that recently advised him that VON BARMAN 
is a Hungarian Jew, and that on several occesions he has assisted in . 
aiding Jewish refugees in leaving Germany. According to VON 
 KARHAN resides at 1501 South Morengo Avenue, Pasadena, with his sister; - 
“and his description is as follows: 2-0 pes te ae 


Name =. THEODORE VON KAREAN) = 
Age 60 years |. 
Hei cht 5' 60 

Hair Gray ees 

‘Speech = ~—s German accent = 


stated that VON KARMAN is a close friend of 
the actress, and that he has never heard anything which would 
indicate that he is sympathetic toward the Nazi Government. 


| further advised that the information which he had: 
received relative to ALEXANDER GOETZ criticizing KYROPOULOS for sending 
his specifications or plans of military value to one of the departments 
of the United States Government at Washinton. 1.CG. ~ was obtained . © 
frot | 


stated tnat he would keep in touch with _ anc endeavor to develop . 
an acquaintance with KYROPOULOS in an effort to obtain definite in- 
formation relative to what plans or specifications be submitted to the 
government; and further to learn how GOETZ obtained the information that 
the plans had been submitted. stated that while S50ETZ is very | 
close-mouthed about his political views, he is thou,ht to be a Nazi > 
sympathizer. | | : 


further stated that quite some time aro, 


is connectec with the Soviet imbassy at 
is now in Wasnington, D.C., employed 
a ene or the govesrnmentar departments as a physicist. 


stated that advised him that GOETZ 
3s a Prussian, and was having aifficulty with the Nazi Government when 
he left Germany. However, after arriving in the United States, GOETZ 
mace definite efforts to obtain the cooc will of the Nazi Government — 
ang ig unécubtedly pro-Nazi in his sympathies eat the present time. 
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steted that the wind tunnel] at CIT is used by all of 
the local manufacturers of airplanes to test out mocels, both commercial | 
and those being manufactured for the Army ad Navy; that immediately 
above the wind tunnel there are several computing. rooms where the con- 
fidential cata relative to the performance of the planes in the wind 
tunnel are recorded@; and even though a person Gid not obtain access to 
the wind tunnel, if he could obtain the conficential cate relative to. 


-." the plane's performance he vould undoubtedly, have a great deal of valu~-'- | 


7 wind tunnel. _ 


able information concerning the new models. stated that he under--> ~ 
“stood thatSa creat deal of care is exercised by the officials of CIT in. 
order to prevent students from gaining entrance to the wind tunnel and” 
computing rooms. However, he stated, all the professors in the Aeronau- 
tics Lepartment, and Research Fellows, coulda probably gain access to the 


ad 


me 2 oie stated that the catalog for the CIT reflects that BASIL — 
PETROVICHAANIUNnNKO is a Teaching Fellow in the Aeronautics Lepartment, 
and that he is from the Petersburg School of Navel Aviation - probably 
Russia. Further that the catalog shows JOH SHOICIIFATSULI is a Teach- 
ing Fellow and Assistsnt in the Aeronautics Lepartment at CIT; that he 
has a BS degree from the University of Southern California, obtained in 
1932, and a MSE degree from the University of Michi r; obtained in 1925._ 
The school catalog also reflects that GEORGE YOSHIO*TSUBOTA is a Teach- 
ing Fellow and Assistant in the Aeronautics Department at CIT. TSUBOTA 
obtained a BS degree at CIT in 1937, and a MS cegree there in 1938; ana 
that these last two mentioned incivicuals ere Japanese. 


Hees | stated that it is very possitle that all three of the — 
above-mentioned individuals could gain access to both the wince tunnel 
and computing rooms. However, he stated that he hac no definite infor- 
mation that such was the cas€s = 


ne It will be recalled that this investigation vas precicated 
upon information as set forth in reference letter to the effect that 
foreigners, including VON KAPMAN, who were stucying or teaching at CiT, 
had acceas to the wind tunnel where all new airplane mocels for the ook. 
Army and Navy manufactured in this area are testec. -In this regard © 


4 me neo 


it is believed that. 


CIT, eccule 1urmish interretion of vaiue corcernis » Ore 
various incivicuals mentionee inthis rerert - ac well ag tricm ction 
reearding vossidle access by them te the wind tinnel anc Gomut re Peens. 

has inthe past furnisneé insormation of value te tbls crctce, nie 
is very cooperctive, | 


~~ . 
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was mewitioned tne letter previously referred 
to, as possibly being ina positimn te furnisp“information relative to 


VON KARMAN, This person je undotibtecy 


‘was telephonic a 


Left CIT approximately years (pes ; and is, therefore, not able to 


at Ey contacted and he advised that 


nish any information of vaiue refetive to activities of persons at CIT. 
The nature of this investigation “wes not disclosed %& 


Ce ae 


cubseguently adv 
is a native of Germanys 
definitely pro-Nazi in his sympathies. | 


Pear 
ce cen 


Ae ee : 

Pic 

ai ae x-x 
iS rs 3 


The following investigs 


| Sed that he learned that 


“hg poses : 
g , 
ar tel ag . 
Sealy B ; 


ation was conducted by Special Agent. 


wes recomtected, 24 which time he stated that he 
had since ascertained that the smerecty surrounding entries into the wand 
tunnel building was due chiefly te keep various experiments of the several 
aircraft industries who make testis in the tunnel, confidential. He had 
also learned that the rules regarcins entering the tunnel are strictly . 
observed and that it is the most. aifficult pbuilding on the campus to gain 
entrance to. stated that. i% wes his opinion that VGN KARMAN was 
, sitizen of the United States, and 


entirely reliable, being antiwWaea, ¢ clt2 


‘one of the top-ranking men in time. Meld of aeronautical sclence. 


No further informaticm was obtained bv 


ANDER GOLTZ? Regarding SPIRC KE ROPOULGS, 
his original informant, had 


ts farther information regarding 


stated that 


regarding ALEX- 


peesz whable se obtain any further in formakion » 


whe cotutacts ALEXANDER GOETZ on the everése of 


twice a week, steted thark, me had per 
all of the aircrart industries Am and about 

conduct with the various sificials at 
out his suspicions regarding Of and h 
information regarding had cies : 
strongly pro-Nazi. : 


GOETZ and KYXGrUULOS are not kmimw 
had no reason to contact VON KAP RA) 


= 


conally had contacts with 


Los Angeles, and had discussed 


each place, 


< other than that 


pointing 
No recent 
is still 


steted that 


to him. Further that he 
dies, and therefore did not 


know him. was very cooperative, and stated that he would be 
on the alert tor any information indicating subversive activities or es- 
pionage - and in line with that, would contact 
and request him to also watch tor any arregulari- — 
vies an the branch of the school. ‘he importance of strict 
- annfidential treatment of all information and inquiries was impressed on. 
oe who stated that he would be very careful when obtaining infor-.. 
mation. ee ee ee ee ee 
ae advised that by actual test on his part he has as-~~ 
certained that aumttance to the wind tunnel and access tc any informatio 
developed from experiments therein, is extremely difficult; and that the 
tunnel is kept under lock and key at all times, addmittance therein being 
restricted only to authorized persons, and exceptions permitted only on _ 
occasions when persons have obtained a pass from the person in charge of 
the tunnel. o 
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REA 
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"eee 1 : b : 
HEA a ae : 
Special Agent in Charge 
Los Angeles, California 
REs THEODORE VON KAMAN, with 
aliases, et al; 
EAPIONAQE —- G. 
Dear Sirs 
There are transmitted herewith for your information and 
possible aid in the subseq:ent investigation of thie case, photostatic 
copies of a confidential report received from the Hilitary Intelligence 
Division of the Har Departmmt, — 
| This report is dated-October 26, 1941, and contains the 
results of an investigation made at Fort Hachkrthur, California, 
concerning subject. 
Very truly yours, 
_ John Edgar Hoover 3sy. 996. 
Director ALL SRFURMATION COMTEINGD 
ere Enclosure 
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Form No. . 
THIS CASE On eINATES AT 


REPORT MADEAT = 
LOS ANGELSS 
TEEODORE. YoU 
ALEX re. “DER 


ae Caves wee 
ae ee ds 
». . wa 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


S 


respectively. 


ae 


LOS ANGELES has 


DATE WHEN MADE REPORT MADE BY | 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


sO5I%,. »eliasess 8 6 0d SS PROHASS 


nt advises subject ‘SOSTZ a friend °~ 


Los Ancseles and San fre 
Sud; Jest | SOT. bes Ti2. 


icy eas guests at homes 


““cmote Letter: to subject from: 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


Eonday mornine, 


dated uust 


ew Torit, 
saying that she had finished the. job she 

ces sent to do, and sot the information 

she went efter. Subjest receives mail fron 
Germany on pipe of cne or two each week, 
Zoth subsect : have made state- 

nents reflectin: sympathy with the Japanese, 
Subject mailed three letters to Germany on 

December 8, 191, the dey 

cneneeS attack on Pearl Harbor. 

SubSect have become raeed with 

@ neichbor who is connected with the coast 

Cvuerds | ; | 


after th 


Pe. 
ona 


# . 
ary re “2 _ 
sles letter to the ureeu dete 


“ 


Revort of 


., Los Anceles, 


Los. Eure 


“Los An nreles letter to Bias 


Los Anceles letter to Enuren 
letter to Los Anreles 


AG 
IN CHARGE 


Trancli: 
Los Avcelss 
Le ? q LOS ee 


Anceles 


alot 
t 
| 


“4 


* attends A Bie AAD Te mth me wen anion th 
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DETAILS: | 
empend-eEw Oe eee 


| vemorencum for the file, dated September 2, 1941, reflects. 
that on August cc, i9ghl, information wes telephonically furnished 
to this office by the THA that Dh. VON KAAN Was departing av 
6:00 Pett for New Tork City on che Stretoliner end wes lerving on 
August 29, whi, aboard the American Line, Trip 36, Rew York Uity, | 
. en route to Providence, Rhode Island. | | Bom hee eg ae, Maat 


ae 


ments ae Net ee cara 
BS Pe . . 
: gt Pes ' oe) xh 
t ‘ lo. ‘ 
2 ‘ “ ry . 


eis 


vive: ov, 9. Memorandum. for the. file dateh Seotenber 8. 1911, reflects” 
oS khet om August 26, 19h1, ee 
Pasadena, telephonicelly advised Sp¢iel Acent oe 
that she had some information to divulge %o the Lureeu concerning, 
es ‘...@ possible spy of a serious natures She saia that several months 
BRR RS << previously she had communicated ‘with the Los Angeles Office end... 
oe) ea furnished data concerning the activities “of a “certain: individual | 
in Pesadena, whose name she did not wish to divulge on the telephone. 
She said that at the present time she hac edditionel information — 
concerning the seme subject but thet such information was of such 
a serious nature that she could not reveal it unless personelly 
contacted by a Eureau Arent. Informant wes advised that she voule 
be contacted by a Special Acent within the near future. A sesren 
of the files in the Los Angeles Pield Office reveals that informant 
had given information concerning TISCDONE TON VAPIAN, Le Ae Vile 
NOs 65-265. a i 


saat, Fin Sul Se eae AARP biel 
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co Venorandum for the file datea Septerber 2b, ighl, reflects 
.-, that upon instructions of Assistant Special Agent in Shere 
Special Azent telephonically contactec 
7 Pasadena, and requestec cm “nver~ 
view at her conveniénce. It was: sugzested by. 
‘had certain information which she would curnish the “uresu 
end he sugz~ested thet she be conte.cted. survested — 
“thet Agent contact her between 10:00 end 11:uU on September 17, 
. 49hl, which request was complied with &n¢ : Surnisned 
_. the following information: ~— «| : aN 


That the proprietor or 
nad tola: 
resicence 
secret compartmen née that in T.is comyers 
reportea to 
, &nu That on 


were mearkece 


steted that she was edvised by 
thet the residence in which he observed these maps with the. 
tridres marxed thereon was et the home of Dre JOSEPHINE De 
YREMAN, who is the sister of Dre Vou eecale who is employed 
ty the 2alifornia institute of Technolog; fur= 


vo" ther stated thet ‘edvised her that: previous checks . 


ee which have been riven him in payment for by Dre | 
<i f SOSRPAINE, De, FAHAN had been signed Dre. JOSEPHINE WOH. KARAN. 
= pavised ‘that ko her personal eabwrdage © 
SALON WAS employed at the California institute of recenolegy. 
thet he was a recognized authority on the subject of stresses 
strains of bridgese She further advised that 
mea: 


SO" mentioned to her ‘that Dre VON’ KARUAN hed ‘been approached by the 


German Government in an effort to induce VON KARMA to. return ta 
Cermanye - ; 


It is to be noted in connection with the above memorandum 
that subsequent information revealed thet the maps mentioned in- 
the memorendum were in subject VON KARMAN's possession legally | 
and rightfully. Furthermore. information furnished by Confidential . 

“ational Defense Informant known to the Pureeu under Pureau 
eover letter dated December 23, 1i9h1, reflects that these MAPS 
were rightfully in subject's possession. 


- Ab memorandum for the file dated October é, 10a, reflects 
that Special Asen* WES telephonically advised by | 
Confidential Netional Defense snformant Noe that Professor 
GOETZ, who is purportedly on the staff of the California Institute 

of Technology, is an ardent Nazi sympathizer. ‘The informant stated 
that this individual has, on many occasions, made pro-tazi statements 
indicating sincere and ardent pelief and supnort. of the Nazi rerimee 


_.. The informant also stated that 


| an the same_ 
institution, the California institute of Technology, can verify | 
Professor GOETZ! s:mpethy and ellegiance to the az regime. 


A card fron Conficentiel Netionel Defense informant P 
reflects that a review of the record of subject ALEMANDE2 GOETZ 
in their files, reveals es strong German vationalisn and sympathy 
Sor the tazi cause, ana essociation with numerous individuals wno 
are know to te enresed in espionage. The conelusion is drawn 


A 32 
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enat vedere would be @ 
--itted his liberty, in 


the event of ee ieiee ‘bet Weer. 


. 
a ag OES 


d Stetes and Germany; reclassified as cangerous one nels 


thet under dete of December 9, 
shonically contacted Sp 
that about one year ago a 
tad contacted her relative +o 
employed by DR. 
plane designer for the U, 
selifornia Institute of tectinologys 


advised that the J&L 
aved a picture of his emplover, DR. 
which bore a large Swastika thereon. 


said he was 


her, cispl 


-Cxk, dressed in a robe 
re informant advised that DA. JOSEPHINS Vou VALCZAN, 
had taucht lancuage classes last year at thie Unive 
KARMAN resides at 1501 © 


TISCDORE, 
or 


VANTAD, 
+hat 


evar 


nepea 
with necative results. 
more 35028.. 
+o contact LUDALA Zor the 
the adove informations 


SYeer 


The Los angeles Pield Division has no record. 
Sjiles concerning KCDATA. ee 


Jonfidential National Defense Informant 
ris a Tuncerian Jew, and recogni ced es one 
sal axperts 3 
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ecial Acent. 


“Tisopo:e VOU 
and it is thought that h 
It was further steted by the 3 


California. 


near Pasadena, 
resices “with hime 
aecording to the telephone cirectory, T. KODALA © resices a% 


“press Street, Los Angelese 


e world. 
his return to serecty 
aca ceaane 
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oe cahetie VON FARMAN, 
ST and @ profess: sar et 
This informant further 


panese chauffeur at the time he 
VON FB ADEE my 
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purpose of interviewing his res nerds 
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At Altadena, calif 
ecdress of the subject ALSSA’ 


At Peseadene, Californs ie, will ‘investipate subject . 


COBT TZ's bank account et the bank et th weet ser CF Madison and 


Colorado, Pesedene, Californias | 


At Los Angeles, selifornie, will interview T. HCTAMA, 


anonzmousivy resorted to be a former chaurreur of Vol Vi AS 
relative to the inform tion appearing ebOVE. 


cuekeg So WALL attempt, “throwgh ‘confidential scurces,, to “obtein 
information avvegrine in the cablez sram sent ty subject from 


21.00 Holliston, Altecene, 2elifornia » Bc about 2:00 otclock 
Ae. On aporoximately Aurust of 19h0.. 
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- Director. 


if \ _ Federal Bureau of Investigation 
u Washington, D. C. 


rAY & Deer Sirs 


ESPIOMAGE.G 9° agi 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION MEMORANDUM 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION MEMORANDUM 


It is respectfully 
name be deleted from the Custo 
& review of subject's file ref 


suggested that subject VON KARMAN' s 
dial Detention Lists, inasmuch ag 
lects no information what soever 

to the effect that he is engaged in activities inimical to the 
interests of the United States or has ever made statenents show- 
ing sympathy to any foreign government, 


va On the contrary, the results of the investigation 
of subject VON KARMAN reflects that he ig very anti-Naci and 


pro-American, Subject VON KARMAN is an Hungarian Jew. sg 


ee rs Very truly yours, : 
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Washington, Ds Ge 


Jarwary 19, 192 


PERSONAL AND CONFTOERTYAL 
BY SPICTAY GRSTTACRR 


Honovable Adolf A. Berle, df. 


AS3istent Secretary of State 
Deyartasnt ef State 


uy dear .2, Derles 


ieferunce 1s made to your comanication dated Uctober 14, . —. 


1341, in Which you requested information contsrning a nuxder of. 


persons connected with forelgn language organixations in this ane 


country. in accomlance with your request 2 as attaching hereto. 
Surary acieranta concerning goma of the individuals wiiose nazep 
Were anci.dead in your list, and it will be noted that ny cane | 
munication directed to you unter date of Novexber 14, 1941, oon= 
tained the names of individuals who had been: checked through the 
files of this Purcan, hut no derosatory inforantion whieh could 


te identitied with theea sersans was disclosed, 


& search of the files has been sade in regard to the 
foilow:ng named individuals, but no inforsation of a derozatory 
cherecter could be identified with any of the nancs inoluded in 
thie groups: | a oe | 


, Mr. €. A, Tamm ee 
Mr. Clege = 
Or . atemees ‘ 
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Wee Glavin 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm is os j 245 


Miss Fancy 


oom ue. eee 
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. ~ere 


Honorable Adolf A. Eerle, JF» 


| 
hee. 
t 
T% was noted that the nane of Was 
i included in your list, and you are acvised that no search has been 
_ conducted in regard to this individual,. 
: The names of the other persons contained in your list, 
ee — however, are being searched through the files, and you will be 
ns furnished with available informatiog in regard to these persons 
~ at a carly date, 
; Sincerely yours, 
7 
| Enclosure 
, the following names were included in the list of col 
¢ memoranda forwarded under the above date. ’ 
i | 
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Theodore Von Kerman 


Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. © Peuge Tnree 
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FEDERAL BUREAU - OF INVESTISAT ION. 


Pee een an LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA li a FILE NO. 6n265 


{ 
DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 4 9: REPO AEE MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


| 6/3/u2 2 (3959233 3/2523» _ | Gir 
Tm _THBCDORS “VO KARMAN, with — 16,2135/15,265 | Se aces 
| coder Ae Karmans ALEXANDER GOETZ,» with aliases, AS or ia ete 
Carl Goste, Alexander. CarI oats Karl Wilhelm 

AT earande Gustav’Go “Goetz; ee 


: “ 
apn emma OP peor me & 


wo : . be a 


ee ee Pile . reviewed and pene up: to dates Sa VON 
| KARMAN has had @ Japanese im.exploy as 2 chauffeur. 
_ mho was formerly reported to. “have been & structural — 
Uso" @npaeer In Japan and to heve listens’ hw Japanese. 
‘broadcasts weekly. Subject GOETZ reported to have” 
proposed a toast"to the Bismark & dsy or tw after 
the sinking of the HMS Hood, an¢ & have sailed around 
Balboa Bay with a German officer from the scuttled ship 
- @Colunbus®, GOETZ further reported to have stated his 
interest to be in Germany rather then in thé. United 
States. Subject's bank accerumt checked pics a Pama 
results, Subject's sympataLos reported aattagtely: 
prowGerman according to receime © : SmerkSe os 
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Report of Special Agent 
les Angeles 1/8/42, =. 
‘Bureau letter 1/13/41 (65-5 719). 
Letter to Bureau 2/2/l2, 
Letter to El Paso 0 5(%5/ize Bo 


AY 


Aer aye 
ye a .é 


.tia& ee : ae ; 
| The @ follcwing ‘informatic 
| under date of iueaetd 2G 2° 
VON KARMANs oa 
s a 
NTHEODOR VON KARMAN i 
1501 Soe wAréngo Avenue ‘pasadena 


APPROVED AND be) SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: CS “ : IN CHARGE | 


BQ ee- eer 
tet St Tn fee DE AEH EDTA : 
aba $ tte BIS a PEE } Dame fire gy os 
; 3 eon ae 7 : 
ae ae rae a ehas “F ee . 
a 1 ae, é . 
ee f ‘ on eae bet atin Sis 
4, ae age & . . 
” get ee * ry 
: 1? . * > ~ ; ha 
a ‘ s vt ‘ay Be. > tee ‘ * , : + 
= . ae rout oie 7 , Cae 
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em me ee a tr ie ete oe em OED NINES Chee n te ore me! 2 8 AatnS aetRNCen m n eae ee tee Benne ew Ota eey eee SA we AN ae 2 
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“t 


«Martane ts Ae ete’. De AER tilt tarde: Mbp o 


a ; 7 : . ; 
Dasa yy Gu2 los Angeles 
,\ LBL Paso “~~ 1 Gye San Francisco [}" ” 


(> ‘1 ONI les Angeles3 ‘Tos Angeles 
\ / 1 ONT san Digeo, | 


\ a 
A 
: > ¢ ¢ 
r- 3 . 
Sty * ate pears ., 
Bee es ame’ 


n6l years, 618 = 2140 lbs 

Black Curly Hair, Brom “yes | _ 

Occasionally wears glasses, 1s nervouse Born: Budapeste 7 

American citizen (2) Occes Professor of Aero~iynamics at California 
Institute of Technology = —es—‘“—s ‘ 

Resides with his sister, JOSEPHINE who is described as 58 yrse of 
‘age, red hair (dyed) spy AeA ee” 


Nchecked with the Credit Bureau who have a record since 193. At ~~ 
that time he was reported to be connected as professor and director 
of the Guggenheim Aerodynamic Laboratory, receiving 4 salary of $9500 . 


NReceived his degree in Mechanical Engineering in Budapest in 1902. 

PeH, in Gottingen in 1908. Honorary degree of Doctor of Engineering 
fchiee. @b the University of Berlin in 1925. | Privatdocent Gottingen 1910-13, — 
“ - Dipector of Aero=Dynamic University Bacher 1913 to.193he Honorary - 
advisor of the Aeronautical Department at Ising Hua University in. | 
China in 1933. Member of Gesellschaft Der Wissen Schoften zu - 
Gottingen in 1925. Foreign member of Royal Academy of Science in 
Torino in 1928. Rouseball lecturer at the University of Cambridge 
in 1937e CeReB. lecturer in Belgium in 1537. In 1936 newspaper - 
item stated that he had been elected honorary fellow in the In| 
struction of Aeronautical Science, stating that he was one of the 


world's foremost aerodynamic expertse. 


"The property at his residence ‘address was assessed to him, valuing 
the land at $5350, and improvements as $3360, personal account was © 


"In 1935 his sister reported that she used the name o 

because she had lived in Paris a number of years. 

their name was originally a Hungarian name and was very long, and 
explained that her brother used VON KARMAN because he had lived in 
Germany many yearse | | . | 


"This subject has had in his employ, as a gardener, houseman, and 
general handyman, for approximately the last five or six years, one 

KTODASTRO ODALA (Japanese) Alien Registration Nos 4732655» Age 61 
years, 5'2k" = 122 lbs. Gray hair, gray eyes (left eye slightly cocked). 
Ismarried. Wife's name is CORA, white, Americans Married in Tia Juanée 
Address: 717 Cypress Aves, Pasadende Telephone SY» 3-5025, He states 
that he entered this country through San Francisco, ana has never been 
back to Japan. Has no children or living relatives. 


sne observed HODAMA on many occasions, in his capacity of housemany, 


° oe a ye ee TS ef : s 7. : 
. i ane «Ne cet aaa 
a gi oe ea ato Sgeo ane 
. nd i ee re: - 
. ‘ . *. EY Se 
a a a8 - 
ee 
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. f 


fayranging and looking through papers on subject's desks On 

many occasions subject would bring home blueprints and drawings — 
relative to his work, which informant has seen, and she stetes .. 

that frequently KODAMA would be required, by this subject, to take 
these blueprints and drawings to Cal Tech, when subject. would forget 
to take them with him. Our informant became very perturbed at this _ 
condition due to the fact that KODAMA had confided in her, at one 
time while partially under the influence of intoxicants that while he 
‘was in Japan he had been a structural engineer and coul { read drawings 
and blueprints, When informant called this condition to the attention |: 
of subject's sister JOSEPHINE she ignored the warning and said KODAMA 
was a harmless, ignorant Jap, and they had confidence in hime oo © 


nour informant states that once a week, usually Thursday night, @ 
heavy set, well dressed Japanese would call for KODAMA and then they — 
would 20 to Los Angeles... When she asked KODAMA what they did he stated — 
that they "listened to Japant, Our informant states that KODAMA is — 
very well versed in current events. | 


| Jur informant 
swves that she was very suspicious of these two women, but due 
to the fact that she was very much occupied she 
was unable to verify her suspicions, howevdr, due to inrormation 
in our files it is entirely possible that there is grounds for her 
suspicione — 


"Informant also states that subject employed 


we found in his billfold a membership card | 
in The Southern California Automobile Club, issued to Dr. VON KARMAN. / 
We inquired as to how it came into hie vossession, he said the is just 
a friend't., . 


was interviewed at the: Tujunga Canyon 
Detention Station subsequent to his apprehension as an enemv alien and he ad-= 
vised that TODAJIRO KODAMA had given instant card tc so that in the 
event that ever became involved in an automobile accident he could 
show this cara and it would assist him with the police. advised that 


KODAMA has about three or four such cards every year and that he had given 
one to Questioned concerning what he knew about KODAMA, 

advised wnat ne knew nothing about KONAMA being a structural engineer in | 
Japan and that he had met KODAMA at vegetable stand at 25 
South Fair Oaks In Pasadena and that the only thing he knew about him was 
that KODAMA was married to a white woman who was very cold, He stated that 

he knew this only because KODAMA had told him sd. - ee 


er es, con Referenced report sets out @ lead to interview KODAMA 
' eoncerning information to the effect that he possessed a picture of VON KARNAN 
dressed in a robe with the Nazi swastike insignia thereon, The interview with — 
KODAMA took place prior to the information received as set forth above, con. 
sequently no information was developed relative to the card which he had given 
However, in view of the fact that no information was developed 
trom it is not deemed necessary to reinterview KODAMA, KODAMA 
advised that ne was VON KARMAN'S chavffeur and also acted in the capacity of . 
cook and gardener. He was asked to furnish a picture of VON KARMAN and he = 
advised that he did not possess any pictures of him. He stated that he had . 
bean employed by VON KARWAN for about four years and that he had not returned 
to Japan in the last forty five years, having come to this country at that time. 
He stated that he was well satisfied with this country and that he did not ever 
want to return to Japan inasmuch as he heard that people were all poor in Japan. 
He stated that subject VON KARMAN was very opposed to HITLER and that he has _ 
never seen any swastika insignia in the home, He said that VON KARMAN had 
become a citizen about ten or twelve years ago and that VON KARMAN'S sister 
likewise shared subject's dislike for Germany, It is to be noted that the 
recent alien evacuation program has resulted in KODAMA'S being removed from 
this area and he is therefore no longer in the employ of VON KARNANs | 


On February 21, 1942 a teletype was received from the 
Cleveland Office advising that subject ALEXANDER GOETZ was expected to 

arrive at Cleveland that night from Cornins. New York and that while he was 
there he was expected to contact National: Carbon * 
Company, Cleveland. The teletype further /advisea that the Cleveland file 
was closed on this case and no further investigation was contemplated unless 
contrarily advised. Inasmuch as subject GOETZ was on a business trip at the 
time in connection with his research work, it was not deemed advisable to 


request a@ surveillance of his activities, . 


A card dated Februarv 21- 1942 was received from | 
Xconfidential National Defense Informant concerning subject GOETZ, 
reflecting as follows: 


"Subjects are friends. Subjects | relationship 
is accepted as one of common law marriage, and these subjects are 
considered pro=German and anti-British. 


Subject 


OPCA-20 (12-3-96) C <q XXXXXK 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


I 4 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no sepregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section 552 Section 552a 
O 1) Oma — Oo as) _ 
fA we) BROUE) 0 2) 
O (b)(3) AoHOMO  . O ®d) 
J wn) Oo «&) 
O oye) O 3) 
O )\(7)\(F) O (k)(4) 
O (4) O (8) (k\(5) 
O (5) O (9) O 6) 
O (b)6) Oo «7 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 


©) Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 


Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You willbe advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the — 
disposition at a later date. 


Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


x The following nugpber is to be. used for referen ; regarding these pages: 
04 ae 4 @o = ~ 916 o. spi rs 
».©.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0 0, Gs 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page Xx 


XXXXXX FBI/DOJ 


IE SE I LE LL ELE I LE Ca I aaa ea TTT a a a Pe SS CS I TE I I a a I 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER @ ¥ 
DIRECTOR i 


Federal Burean of Investigation att : 
United States Department of Justice , | 


Washington, B. C. may oe 
August 11, 1942 
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ya Mr, Hetioman 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY ~~ si eka 


l| 


ir, Nacke 

oS : 
FE: ° NICOLAUS VAAMAN CAR GLOSZ TUKA HOTEL BERN (SWITZRIAND) . tele. teem, 
. TEEDIO KET KA RIAN Mr, Heese 
SiSFICIQUS MESSAGE INTERCEPTED BY CABLE CENSORSHIP sie Geae 


For the consideration of Mr. Kimball and Mr. Hince the Laboratory 


makes the following observations on the cable message cited herein. The 
original of this cable was returned slU special messenger. 


° > 
aay : 
ECs 


CONTINTS OF MESSAGE: bic 


COC} =6—AIG 9=22 

le SJ215 25 CKELE PASALEMA CALIF 8 905P NIT 

2. NICCLAUS KAHUAN) CARE GLOSZ TURA HOTEL BERN (SNWITZERLANL ) 

3e BOTH APE IN SATISFACTORY HEALTE JOSEPEINE YAS SLIGHT HEART TEOQUBTE 
' WILL WRITE VIA RED CROSS: ° 
Le THAODORE VARIAN 


De MW REFERRED PER CCC 53346 ADSE & SNDR: NSZ ai 
7. TU < 
1129 CNY 76159 Sau . 
CO“MENTS : ¢ 


. It is suspected that this messase is intended for Germany = 
It is sugcsested that the sender be investigated. . 

354-44 

Ell INFORMATION TONTAINED 

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 

DATES “D1 -49 2 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C.- 
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_WBMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, a 
eapete QUREAU OF INVESTIGATION = va 
ER GOETZ; with aliasas ys 


titled case, in_ 
ived copies of the 


Reference 1s made to the above-en 
n with which we have recently rece 
tive reports: 


Espionage 7-G. . 22s - 


conrectio 


following investiga 
6-26-1 Los Angeles 


8-12-h1 Los Angeles 
9-19-h1 Washington, D- C. 
1-8-2 Los Angeles 

P 6-3-2 Los Angeles 
6-11-12 El Paso, Texas 


bie = 


Since the lates 


tin point of date of the above yeports 3 
indicate the case is being, carried in an active pending status, it 1 a 


is requested that the Criminal Division be furnished copies of 
all supplemental inv s or other data which has 


estigative report 
been acquired concem oth of the sub jectS- 


ing either or b 
Since there is a very definite gndication that the 
subjects may be actually engaged Sn espionage activities, We are 
desirous of obtaining succeeding repor 


ts as expeditiously as 
possible. | 
— | Respectfully; 
f 


“assistant Attorney Genere! Sey 


Serres 
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KARMAN is said to have given several lectures at the n fi 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California, and 
in 1945 was assigned to a position on the Research Staff we 
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You are referred to the information fuvisnrd to the y 
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with the visa arplication o 
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Your attention is cirected to thse reports inasmuch ag. 
they appear to relate to the person inquired about..-A further 
review of the records of this Bureau has indicated. thet consideration 
is being given to conducting an investigation of Theodore von Kerman 
uncer the loyalty rreogrem pending a determination of hs comnection 
vith the Federal Government. (1009-27256) 
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eacvice as to au hes any information indicating 
that the above matters are at all related. 
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—-«. nfermation iz; the files of this Huregy, fumished by 
reliable informants, reflects that Ir. Theodcre*Vonerman, who 
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kecording to the inforpants, Or. Yon Karmen, es Dt3 


ef the Guggenheim Aeronautical Hesearch raboratory, playes. 
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ms > wes a foruer superior of Tilitem terl at Cclurbia ‘iniversi ty: has 5 An 
m2 ‘O > been Mirector ef the Guggenheim Aeronautical Research Laberstory:: ra nS) : 
i 2 and :rofessor of seronautica at the California Institute of! sy * 
f8ik ES Technology since the late 1930's. He hae served in various 1 LY | 
< ~. s <¢ capacities with United States dovernment agencies. , S | 
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- Geportant part im causing the Air Force to eet up the det fe. 

a preceiaton Laboratory at the Califcrnia Institute of TechneLogy ul | 
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in the early 19,0's, and ras an original stockholder in the; 
kerojet Fngineering company of Azusa, Californie, a private: 
 ¢tre which was set up to mamifecture pilct gocels cevelopeg 
. the Jet propulsion Laboratory. . 
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3 reau has no informetion indicating that the cases of 
are related other than that information which has 
rrnished you and thet which ie herein set out. 


Perl an 
been prevyic 


There ie furhished for your additionel inforneticon the | 
results of a review of the files of this Suresy concerning the name 
Theodore Yan Karman: ean: 


fe of recent dete, encther Scvermment égency thet conducts | 
intelligence isvectipetions advised tis Hureau that they vere in 
possession of infermation concerning one Toder farman. The information 
had been furnished them by letter froz Vienna, fustria, detec épril 
‘1, 1948, enc was originally furnished by 2 source evalueted as fairly 
reliable. 


éccorcing to the source, Toder Kermen joined the Hongarian - 
Cocmunist Farty in 1918 sxhile working 4s iseletent Prefessor of 
Physics at the Jozsef Nador, Technical Oniversity, fedeneet, Rungarr. 
In 1919, when the Coszunists seinec power in Bungery, faraac was 
appointed Lepaty Commissar of Culture) and Educetional sffaire in 
Charge of ifigher Ecucation. Karman continues to function in thet 
capacity until late 1919 when Communists vere routed by the Netionslist 


‘forces of tduiral Horthy. At that time, Karmen was forced to flee. 


tae: 


from Hangary and escaped to Gerkany where ‘be settled at Aachen. His 
xexbership wes thea transferred to the Germen Cezmunist Party. 
German engaged in scientific work in Sersany and ves invited te 
lecture at tie University of suchen. In 193] he“Feceived an in- 
vitation to lecture in the United States and was issued en entry” 
visa to the United States from 1931 to 1933. a ae 


AS f = 
according to the gource, Karman gave Severe} lecture 


| Sourses at the Califomia Inatitute of Technology, Peradenay: 


California, and retumed each tise to techen after the completion . 
of the courses. After Hitler selted power in Garnany, farsen 
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The eouree also stated that in 19u5, Lerman was aseigned. 


te a position on the research staff of an Arsy-spenscred guided. 
‘Wlesile project at Ffasadena, @ position which the source believed | 


ss a a 
fi, 


ea cenere PP nied 


Fhe maintained az of 19,8. ‘The source further believec that 
Rermen covered up his Cooeunist Party mexbership when first=~ 
‘applying for an entry visa to the United Stetes in 1932. 


ce of this Sureau has recently acvised 
pea pen onae! contscted that office 
mi ty of { Scars. | CW 1 Rt: that 
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g thie meeting Dr. Yon Fé 


which ae approxima tely one and one-hsif years tefore infor 
regarding the voad had been revealed to the ere 


sation 
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- Daring an investigation Cate 
ducted by this Bureau in 1945, reliable inform ivised wet  - 


. Galifernia, as @ regalt of Yon Kaman's knorledége that rockets, 


‘planning a new $6,000,000 plant. 


on January 9, Karch 7, March 22, April 3, April 2h and 25, 1915, 
Er. Theodore Yon Ker wae then atgociated with the rz 
Air Force, contac The investigation of was 
based on infar oa by other reliable inforcan 
wee in frequent contect with mesbers of 

the Soviet Ribassy Feshington and the,oc. Consulate in Tex 

York. The informants elso advised that hac been associsted 
with fueclan far Relief and the Mgtional couneia for ses as 
SOvist Trierdshin, At thet tins 


REET ase + ee a cr, = 
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In 197 when interviered in connection with an investipe- 
tLon being coencucted by this Bureau, Or. Theodcre Yon Karman “gtated 
that he wae then Chairman of the ceflantific fevisery Board of the 

Commanding General of the arzy Air Force and a holder of the. fecal 
cf xerit. , 


di 


In the January 1, 1951, fesue.-of *tind* negarine, a 
photogreph of Dr. Yon Karmen appearea, together with an article 
which relates how he an¢ four aseocietes originally Lavested.- 
$6,700 and established the Aarcjet "Enginesring Company of Agusa, 


¢ be an importent weapon. ‘The artiole states that the - 3 
Aerojet Coapany pow has a £25,000,000 backlog of orders and ig 


| _, ,the present edcress of Dr. Theodore Yon Karman ig © ed 
reported to te Scientific Advisory Board, Office of the iirector, 

keseerch and Levelopuent, feputy chief of staff, u. &. Air Force, 

The fentagon. | 
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investigation of which Dr. Theodere Von Eaimen was carried 8s a 
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Reyort of special 1con Sa t22 
ay 7, 196, at Los ang 5 7 , 
Report of Special icon EG «- 
fugust 12, 19h1, at L 


Feport of Special Agent 
Cetoper 6, 191, at Cin 


Report of Special cont ..... 
Jone 3, 1942, at Los Angeles; 

teport of Special oo ED... 
July 30, 1943, at Los éngeies. 
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Tertinent information concerning Dr. Yon Kergan has been 


furnished the Director of Special Investigations, Departaent of 
the Air Force, with the request that that agency advice vhether 
fr. Yon Karman is presently employed ty the Lepartaent of the 
Air Force. That agency vas also requested to acvise uhether 
their files contein any inforsaticn which will substantiate or 


 diepreve the recent allegations received concerning Dr. Von farsan. 


You will be furnished any edditionel pertinent informa- 


tion received or ceveloped concerning thie satter. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Los ANGELES, CALIF e y FILE NO. §54265, 
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A ; 
DATE WHEN MADE | feerion FOR . i REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


S ALGLES, “CALIF, L &/2/0. : pats? 8/2544 


TLE t. ok AY CRELGEDS ; ; CHARACTER OF CASE 
: -e 


REPORT MADEAT . 


AO an ree Re et en ets Oat ae tees meee | aie 


+.» 


a 
ee 
, THECDORE VOL: VAS >. with aliases, Sheodor SSP LCMACE es 
eves €ernan, Theodo De, Kargans ALEXANDEROGCETZ, 
—- aii 2ses CerlfGo Alexenéer Cari moekzy 


. Information received’ fron | 
that Subjegt GOLTS is a leadins azent in 
his district forQortra, anCe GOTE is stated 
to have deen very friendly with the German Consul 
at Los Angeles and with a Jepanese, and to recei ve. 
many. Letters from Gernenys. Subject: YOU XARMAN is 7 ~ 
stated to have lost an air corps identification card | 
“issued to hin by the iateriel Divisicn, Unitea States 
Air Corps, Wri cht Flelc, Ohio, which card will allow 
him to enter practically any airplane plant or cefense 
_ industry, it is said. Xecords of muy Sration end | 
: iaturalizati ion at los Angeles reflect VON KATLAN born | 
may li, 1851, sudapest, iiunsary, entered the United i 
tates at lew York city Uctober 7, 1920, and decane 
@ cltizen July 24, 1936, at Los angeles, uO erliuminal 
record at Los Angeles for either Subsect GCLTZ or VCN 
iArhne Creait recerds ef these Subjects cliecked, ong 
no accitionel infermation obta ined, with the exceptio} => 
vhat GUETZ is reported to have investments end resiccaccg-> 
in Germany. Nesults of sail cover on Suoject ULLiC set = 
oute Custodial Detention memcrandun suomiitea &S-VOu = 
Subject GOETZ. ee 
«p< : : 


REFERENGES _Bepers oy a inact Asent Los Angelos, 6/26 ft 3 
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mSe ‘ ney are also friendly with a Japanese, epparently someone © . 
of high position. They have entertained hin at dinner in the home and.:.. 
have teken him out to dinner. His name is not tmovm to informant, al- ~~ 
‘theugh she hes tried tc learn ite | = 


"6. ‘They entertain many callers, apparently all German, who stey 
until cne or tio o'cleck in the morning. Sometimes. there are eight or ten 
cf them at a tine,.and there is much conversation. . By Ve Nan 


‘s. policy toward Germany, and they were furious about what was said by him 
ae | Curing his last radio speech, © °°) 0 es 


"8, hese people give out America First litereture.! 


 muntber is listed to | 
Glendale. it was first ascertained from telephone operator tuc. vals - 
‘phone had been temperarily Gisconnected. Inquiry among the neighbors 
et the above address brought forth the infornation that : 
gone away lor the swimmer and would probably not return until the first 
of Seoterber. An attermt i717 he made at that time to contact st 


i gesn oy. Shrouch.a confidential ‘source it was ascertained that telenhone .... | 


A letter cated Uay 28, 1941, was received ae 
Beverly Hills, California, which stated that rrozessor 
Us KArAliy nead or the Aeronautical Department of California Teche, is 
in a position te comit murder when it comes to secrets of the airplane. 
industry e VOW KARLAN is a German by birth, and 
his sister, a spinster, lives witn him. He stated that. she has declared 
herself from tine to time to be a Nazi and doesn't even try to cover Upe 


cee ote 
th pee ae AMP hee ae me Ls cy Oa) mses aS ee oy 


ao _ & nemcrandun in the file reflects that on July 17, 1941, 
ae telephonically advised SpeciaLr 

Agen | hat hooms cvuL—su< in the Savoy Hotel, Los Angeles, 

occupied uy. ure TIECDORE VON KARLAN, had been burglarized on July 13, _. 
i941, at woich time a great deal of jewelry had been taken, as well’ as - 
an air corps identification card issued to Dr. VON i” RUAN hv the Uaterial 
vivision, United States Air Corps, Wright Field, Ohio. | stated 
vhatw wns card would allow VCi! HARLAN to enter practically any airplane 
piant or defense industry. | 


ht the Dureau of Immigration and liaturelizaticn, Los Angeles, Petition 
for siaturalization lo, 50558 reflected the followings TEECDGR VON ARM 5 
1501 varense avenue, Pasccena, occupation, Professor, born 5/11/81 Budapest, 
wuncary; race, egyarg, maritel status, single, last foreicn residence, 
zeachen, Germany, cane to the United States fron Cherbourg, France, under 
tne name SHC DOR NADNAN and entered at the port of Mew York Cctober 7 1930, 
Vila Une Se Se MAJESTIC. witnesses cn the netition were 


-o 
et be 


He was admitted as a 
citizen July 24, 193b. wne file further reflected that he owns his 
ovm home and has an account in the Pasadena lirst National Trust and 
Savings Bank. It wes reflected prat his mother, the former HELENE 
WOM, and his sister, JOSEPHINE}DE KARLAN, reside with him, It was_ 
evicent from the file ohek bot h ‘the 3 names ‘Vou paca aang DE KAPLAN 
are usede ea 


od 


3 | oR nencrandun in the file dated October 25, > 1932, voparding. 
ee VON TARMAN was noted as follows: "Applicant mresents Gernan | 

_ assport nunber 33558 in his name notated; no quota, imiigration visa \ 
me 1602, September 24, 1930; Professor THECDOR KARLAN, Americen Consulate, 
ae Dudapest, aduitted New York 4/9/30, Pare 2-Section 3-Act of 1924, six . 
“months; was adaitted New York 9/29/31 upon presentation of re-entry - 
pernit. number 7049093 applicant's first entry was in October, 1926, 

at New York via Se Se MAUPTANTA, from Cherbourg, Francee iis second 
entry was in Cetober, 1928, at iontreal, Canada, by rail. He is unable 

to ive the port of entry upon the Canadian borders His third entry wes 

ee at new Yorls via t the Se Se ILE DE rRANCcs about in October, 1930, fron 
- | Cherbourg, Frances ‘The applicant states that he was an exchange pro-= 
: fesscr upon his first entries." | a 


em ra} 
Tr <3 


VO TALAL'S absences since Cctober 7, 1930, are given as follois: 
Left ay, 1631, from New York via the 5S. 5S. {Lb Ds FRANCE for Gerriany 
and returned September, 1931, same port and boat. Left Ncvember, 1932, 
frou iicw York via the Se Se BREEN for France and returned cbaeerabent 1932, 
enterins at Jew Yerk via the 5. S. DURCPA. Left June, 1934, and returned 
vy, 1934, via the S. Se CLY.rPlé fron imgjland. Left septerper, 19355 
Se from iiew Tork via the Se 5S. CONT GAD for Italy, zeae in MELOOSE » 
ee 1935, at New York via the S. S. CONTE DE SAVOLs ; : 


Special Asent was advised by the Los Anseles County 
- Sheriff's Cffice anc the les Angeies City Police Department. that. their 
"2 pespeetive cepertrents had no erininal record for either Subject VON 
PARAL or GULYZe | 7 - 8 
Tne Les Angeles Netail Verckants Crecit Association's information 
cencernins TIE DORE YOu HARLAN was as follows: Ase, 54 in 1935; single; 
mrolessor at Calirerniea -eChe, aisc employed by iletrcepolitan water Dis- 
triet, 206 west 2rd Street, Los angeles, Director cf Cuggenhein Aero- 
nautical Lavoratom; at California anstivute of Technolozye in 1936 
elected honorable fellow in institute of Aercnautical Sciences, one 
of worlé!s Toremcst aercnautical exmerts,. crecit raire 


Z save his acne as 40 in 1940 and 


fe a to lem oe = © oe 

Pe Soo roo U.S lie was staved 

- oar eon @ js. - . -- = ~ oo} -—_ <= a. 

vo 2 BLS on the Callocrnica -nsvivuve ci weennololy &S an assoc eve 
= _~ os . . fe _ or ow -_ + on, = -~ AF ALN ern” ~ 2 
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“y WALL at the United Sta tes Patent Office review the application —— 
Supject SUETZ for a petent for his liquid sterilizer, it being-- 


a wat this patent lain is Serial #317,606 on file in Division : i 


on 4735, United States Patent Office, washington, De Ce. 


Tis SUSTCT SEELpD DivasSsule: | 
RP BOSPGH, VMASSACHUSSTTSs..-.° 0 ~~}. 


Will, at the State Street Trust Company, ascertain the nature 
of Subject ALIALDER GOETZ! transactions with this bank, noving 


that on July 22, 1941, he ecccevee a letter from the bank Dost= 
narsed July 18. 


aes “oT, ATUTeTFN 
SiC ashes Tush pivyioi0.:s 


rm Spasms: roy toe 
sha iuplavsis Cisse 


Will, at \iright Field in the iaterial Division, United States 
Air Corps, ascertain why an air corps identification card was issued 


to TIADUNS Vou vARUal? and will cetermine what his ccnnection is, 
if any, with the cir corpSe . 


TS erase LS weyers DTI Hare. 
ws ILO A! ALG. = 4 LD DaivioLuse 


Will, contact in order ~ 
to make an appointment to interviey 
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. ae @ RU INFORMATION CONTAINED 2 

fr » SUBJECT: ~ Dr. THEODO Gon KARMAN . HEREIN is ONEASSi 
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@ . Re Los Angeles letter to Director Noveaber 10, 1950, and “a oa 

Cleveland’ letter Director January 5, 1951. - Je, y ; 


"On November 17, 1950, G-2, M. D. We, 
advised that Dr. THEODORE VON ma. as an office in the — 


Pentagon. Tiis-office is room 4, - Hss phone extension is. , 
53797. Inquiry at his office “7 serene that he was : 
said-to be employed by the Air Force: Sc ic Advisory Board. He 7 
was at the time in Europe, apparently for the Air Force Scientific 
Advisory Board, and was expected back about December 1, 1950. 

further advised however that although it would appear 
was an employee of the Air Ferce, Air Force Personnel reco 
he was terminated with the Air Force on January 3, 19/6. 
was unable after repeated. efforts to procure any more def 
__ potermation concerene VON KARMAN. 


After mach delay a check of the office of Security and 
Intelligence of the Air Force revealed that that office had information 
available concerning VON KARMAN. A check of: this record revealed that — 


| 
| | 
_._ office information concerning VON -KARMAN under the caption Re , 3 
This one page memo shows that a | 
Xo) ration and Naturalization Service ep’ 9: 9 
: apparently of OSI. | ; 


at_ 2-95 pn. m. and gave information te a > | 
is reported as advising that ae : AN, of t | _ if 
: entific Advisory Bearc been attemptine to contact : an 
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Dre VON KARMAN stated he was Leavy 
nerefore very necessary that he be permitted to talk with 
The Immigration authorities in Los = elected to ref 


Dre VON KARMAN'S -request. 
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On January 17, 1951, Agen C.I.D., 0.S.1., 


ee, _advised that he had definitely determinea 
e an employe 

: but Agent 
VON KAR} 


; in absence of instructions to the contrary no further inguiry 
pegardine this matter is contemplated by this effice. 


was refused information as to his exact whereabouts. 
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ON KARMAN is presently 
- S. Air Force. He is presently in Pasadena, California, 
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is expected to return to Washington, D. C., about February 1, 1951. 
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_ DATE: .. January 23; 19 a 
my 108-392. 58b + 
: | oN Ng Director of cial Investigations 
Pare \ ve Inspector General geek 
ct Department of the Air Force . re ae | 
| | The Pentagon no PRES Meee: ob oe Ses 
Washington 25, Db. Cc. 


FROE : John Edgar Hoover = Director — Federal Bureau of Investigztion 


‘SUBJECT: THEODORE VCN KA RMAN | Ph) ay WSK poy sh 


INTERNAL SECU -R ea 
: A Nined toe | 
N There is furnished for your confidential information 
the following concerning captioned individual. Reliable sources 
advise that Dr. Theodore Yon Karman presently maintains an office 
et the Pentagon in connection with employment by the Air Force., 


‘AS of recent date, another Government agency that 
conducts intelligence investi:ations advised this Bureau that 
they were in possession of information concerning one Todar 
Kurman. The information had been furnished them by letter 
from Vienna, austria, dated dpril 1, 1948, and was originally 
furnished by a source evaluated as fairly reliable, 


According to the source, Todar Karman joined the 

Hungarian Communist Party in 1918 while working as Assistant 
Professor of Physics at the Jozsef Nador, Technical University, 
Budapest, Hungary. In 1919, when the Communists seized powes 
in Hungary, Karman was appointed Deputy Commissar of Cultural 
and Educetional Affairs in charge of Higher Education. Karman 
continu:d to function in that capaci ty until late 1919 when 
Communists were rovted by the Nationalist forces of Admiral 
Horthy. At that time, Karman was forced to flee from Hungary 
and escaped to Germany where he settled at Aachen, His member- 
ship wes then transferred to the German Communist Party. Karran — 
engaged in scientific work in Germany and was invited to lecture 

- &t the University of Aachen. In 1931 he received an invitation 
to lecture in the United States and w-s issucd an entry visa to 
the United States from 1931 to 1933, \ " 
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vised that he had been’ 


According to the source, Karman gave several lecture 


courses at the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, 


Calif rnia, and returned each time to Aachen after the completion 


_  . Of the courses.- After Hitler seized power. in Germany, Karman 
_@pplied for an extension of his permit of residence in the 
‘United States and wus subsequently granted an extended residence 


permit. He then became a regular Professor at the California 


institute of Technology and during World Ker IT engaged in | 


research work in Aerodynamics for the Army Air Forces, 


The source also stated that in 1945, Karman was 
assigned to 4 position on the research staff of an Arny- 
sponsored guided missite >roject at Pasadena, & position which 
the source believed he maintained as of 1948, The source further 
believed that Karman covered up his Commnist Party membership 
when first applying for en: entry visa to the United States in 
1931. - 
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The Chica ffice of this Bureau has recently ad- 
vised that one INNER 22 phontcaniy contacted that ' 
office while passing OUug City of. Chicare ada 


wg? Se, 


thet he had held a 
end during this meeting Dr. Von Ka 


a questioned IMEEM recording 
the ric bomb. according to his conversation with 
enitems :...::: up the. question as to whether Dr. Von Karmen 
“should have had eccess to atomic information at a time which was _ 
avproximately one and one helf years before informetio re. nding 


the bomb had been revealed te the public. 


The present eccress of 
ot he hed formerly“resi 
and had received pai 


et:ted 


privete meeiing 


witc or. Von Kearmn 


ertinent 


reports 


f Colds 


There are ettecned ior your é2 itionel iniormetion cozits 


of the followinc revorts «rich sere mace in 
vestizetion oi wiich x. Theeccre Von Kerman 


(1). Resort of Sceciel Agerit 
Mey 7. 1940, ct Los Ang 
(2). Report of Specisl sgent 
gugeust lc, 1941, «t Los An 
(3). Report of Svecial Agent 
October 6, 1941, et Cinc 
(4). Report of Special igent 
June 3, 1942, at Los Ange 
(5). Report of Special “gent 


July 30, 1943, et Los A 


connection with an in- 


was carried as é sucjects 


cated 


Yo:r attention is called to the fect thet the recent 
allegations received which apcarently refer to Dr. Theodore Von 
Kerman heve not bzen verified by independent investigation of this 


Bureaus 
Agency. 


The informetion is not to te disserinaté¢ outside your 


It is requested that you advise whether Dr. Theodore 
Von Kernen is presently employed by the air Force in order thet & 
determination may be made as to further investigation based on the 


informtion furnished you. 


It is alco requested thut you acvise- 


shether your files contain any information which will substantiate 
or disprove the information furnished you in this letter. 
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Office Memorandum + owntren sta ES GOVERNMENT 
SEIRET vom sry 225 2901 
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-PURPOSE: eh de ee . : : de OR. cen es ats : eet ger os . 
_...._, Subject born May 11, 1881, Hingary, entered Udited StatesS?-”7 - / 
1930 and naturalized 1936. Since entry has been employed as saga ee =/ 
of Guggenheim Aeronautical Research Iaboratory at California Institu oa 
of Technologye As one of World's leading Aerodynamicsés, has served as. <=> 
consultant to National Advisory Committee on Aeronautics and in 1947 
i ' was Chairman of the Scientific advisory Board of the Comminding General 
— ‘ of the Army Air Forces and the holder of a medal of Merit. 


_ Subject presently maintains offices in the Pentagon with 
: _ Air Force Scientific Advisory Board although Air Force personnel 

, records indicate his employment was terminated in 1946. Subject 

: has had access to mterial of the highest classification. 


“fairly reliable ~ possibly true" that one Todz oY Kara 
apparently identical with subject, was CommtSsz 
in Hungary a r une % eituhbiek “WDY he y i 
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«It 4s recommended that information in Bufiles re subject 
be furnished OSI by letter and that other infomation be ‘furnished 
orally. It is also recommended that a loyalty investigation of 

subject be conducted in the. event it is established that he is a ok 
Government employee and if no : , 


ee WAK:MH (vjm) Je 
: Attachments | 7 Se ee . Be Fee 


= 
ee a 


iia ceyey 52 git SME 
78 ApR 5 1963 | | 


3 ee ~ 2: - - = ~ a 7 ria s -- - +e te ee - - --- @ a. ae 


ee ee ee ree rn ee: 2 rn ee ee ep nee ae 


BACKGROUND = 


Personal His tory 


INS records checked August, 19:1, by the Los angeles office and 
reflect Theodor Von Karman wes born May 11, 1881, Budapest, Hungary and 


entered the United Stetes from Cherbourg, France, under the name Theoaor . 


Karman at the Port of New York on October 7, 1930. His occupation was _ 
stated as professor and his last foreign residence, Aachen, Germanye 

He was admitted to citizenship in 1936. Prior to 1930, Von Karman had 
entered the United States as an exchange professor in 1926, 1928, and 
1930. (65-8943-b3)' 
Education : 


1902 - Graduated University of Budapest 

1908 - Graduated fron Gottengin University 

1929 - Received Dr. cf Engineering degree, University 
of Berlin 

1937 - Received Dr. of Science degree, University 
of Brussels | 


Employment 


1913 to 1934 - Professor of Mechanics and Aerodynamics 
University of Aachen 

192k to 1929 = Consultant and advisor for airplane 
corporations throughout the world 

1927 to 1929 -— Kawanishi airplane works, Japan 

1939 - General Electric Company 

1935 - 190 - U. S. Bureau of Reclamation 

1930 ~19h1 - Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical 
Research Leboratory and Professor of 
Aeronautics, Cal. Tech. 
_ (G-2 investigation October 26, 1941 

Bufile 65-8943-)1) 


Bufiles reflect Von Karman has apparently continued as 
Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Research Laboratory and 


Professor at Cal. Tech since 191; that he was special advisor to 
plc the Air Force in 1939; has served as consultant 
o various lirms; and nas held important positions with the Air Force 


and NACA. In 1947, when interviewed in connection with an investi- 
gation, Von Karman stated he was then Chairman of the Scientific 
Advisory Board of the Commanding General of the Army Air Forces and 
holder of the medal of Merit. His present address is believed to be 
Scientific Advisory Board, Office of the Director of Research and 
Development, Deovuty Chief of Staff, U. S. Air Force, the Pentagon. 


| _ 


above but, in view of Karman's other work, it is not known if he is 
employed within the purview of Executive Order 9825 or if he is serving 
only in some Consultant capacity. | 


The Air Force has advised its files contain no information 2. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that the Liaison Section ascertain from 
the Department of the Air Force if Von Karman is an employee of the 
U.S. Government within the purview of Executive Order 9835, and, if 
SO, it should be determined whether any action is desired concerning » 
Von Karman under Executive Order 0825. 


39-000 mace ene 


F 


: In the January 1, 1951, issue of *Time" magazine, a photograph 
of Dr. Von Karman:appears together with an article which relates how |. 
Von Karman with four associates invested $8700 and established the 
Aerojet Engineering Corporation of Azusa, California, As a result of 

| Von Karman's knowledge that rockets would be an important weapon, “the 

Ze article states that the Aerojet Company now has a $25,000,000 backlog 

7 of orders and is planning a new $6,000,000 plant. It further states 

| that much of Aerojet's experimental work is secret and that the firm 

presently has ‘1600. employees « j 


Recent Allegations received concerning Yon. teres 
RAGA 
By letter dated October h, 1950, the New York Office 
furnished the Bureau and Los Angeles information which had been 
furnished them by G-2 who advised that in view of a news article 
as indicating Bureau interest toward scientists of questionable 
- political tendencies at Cal. Tech they were forwarding the 
4 mation which had been extracted from their case o: 
(Bufil 


me 


The extracted information reflected that CIC in Vienna, 
ustria, had forwarded a letter dated April 1, 1948, which contained 
ormation concerning Todar Karman that had been received from a 
source rated as "fairly reliable — possibly true." According to 
he source, Todar Karman joined the Hungarian Communist Party in 
{ 918 while working as Assistant Professor of Physics at a Technical 
niversity in Budapest, Hungary. In 1919, when the Commmists 
< seized power in Hungary, Karman was appointed Deputy Commissar 
| of Cultural and Educational Affairs in charge of Higher Education. 
He functioned in that capacity until late 1919 when the Commnists 
, were routed by the Nationalist forces of Admiral Horthy. According 
to the source, Karman then fled to Germany where he settled at 
Aachen and his membership was transferred to the German Communist 
Party. Karman then lectured at the University of A&chen and in 
1931 began trips to the United States to give short lecture courses 
at the California Institute of Technology. After Hitler seized 
power in Germany, Karman took up permanent residence in the 
United States and became a regular Professor at Cal. Tech. During 
the war, Karman engaged in research work in Aerodynamics for the 
U. S. Army Air Forces and in 1945 was assigned toa position on 
the research staff of an army=sponsored guided missile project, 
| a position which he retains to this date. It was the sources 
uw belief that Karman covered up his Conmunist Party mowers 
when applying for a visa to the United States in 193le 
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On the basis of the foregoing, Los Angeles was requested to 
institute a thorough security investigation and was advised that the 
investigation should be ceased and the Bureau aivised if it is de- 
termined that Theodore Von Karman, whom the information apparently 
related to, is a Federal emloyee. By letter dated November 10, 1950, 
Los Angeles advised that Von Karman presently maintains an office in 
the Pentagon and requested Washington Field Office to determine his 
Federal employee status. 


18, 1950, the C hicag 
televhonica ~nt2 
stated that he had been 


o Office advised that | 


bIC 
b1D 


i | | 
also revorted that @ mad told him that Vou 
Karman has questioned concerning the atomic bomb before 
information had been fevealed to the public. 


By teletype dated January 9, 1951, WFO advised that 
Von Karman maintains an office in the Pentagon with the Air 
Force Scientific Advisory Board but that Air Force personnel 
records show he terminated employment January 3, 1946. WFO 
_ is attempting to clarify Von Karman's status. 


Review of Bufiles re Von Karman 
(1). Bureau Investigation 


During the early 1940's Von Karman was one of several 
subjects of an espionage investigation which was based on an 
allegation that foreigners, including Von Karman, had access to 
a classified area at Cal Tech. Investigation of Von Karmen 
failed to show that he was disloyal and revealed that the 
classified area was adequately guarded. (65-893 Serial 2) 


In September, 1940, the investigation was reopened 
on the basis of an allegation received that one of the subjects 
was pro-Nazi. The entire case file is devoted to the investi- 
gation of that subject with the exception of some background 
data determined regarding Yon Karman and information furnished | 


wo 

the Bureau Club 
membership card was founc on the per } 
Japanese j j HIT 

The Japanese, when questione regarding the 
a that he was a friend of Von Karman 
information which appears in the file reflects that b1D 

armants gardner though he wes a structural engineer by 


profession, wa: thet Von Karman brought home blue 
prints from Cal. Tech and that the prints disappeared for days 

at a time and that she had seen Kodama looking through Von Karmants 
work and at the blue prints, The file reflects that Von Karman 


was, at this time, a consultant for the National Defense Research 
Committee at Cal. Tech. ( 100-64877  - 65-8943 ) 


(3)] Contact with 


Was Cong ste 


[inves tigation 
= ch 68 r} ats 
ine investigation reflected 
a vas in irequent contact with members of the Soviet 
Embassy in Washington and the Soviet Consulate in New York, He had 
also been associated with Russian War Relief and the National 
1 Cc Council for American Soviet Friendship. The investigation further 


reflected tha 7, March 7, March 22, April 3, April 2h, 
: and 25, 19415, wes in contact with Dr. Theod n Karmen 
who was then d with the arny Air Forces ed XQ) 
5—-8h-1 


(100-292259 Serials 8h and 118) 


(l). Associction wit i 
As you are awa ; ent of the Los Angeles 
Office has advised ~~ members of the 
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a military weapon. 
in private research at Cal. Téch under 
an. In 1939, Von Kerman, as special advisor to 
Causec the Air Force to set up the Committee for nir 
National Academy of Sciences to sponsor 
@ special] laboratory 
the Guggenheim 
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Corps Reseerch of the 
the cévelopment of rockets. Subsequently, 
wes set up uncer the direct sponsorship of 
Aeronautical Laboratory et Cal. Tech and beceme lmorn és the 
tory grew end in 
o manufacture 


Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 
Uacer Air Force sponsecrship the leborz 
wes formed t 


192 the Aerojet Engineering Com 
the pilot models. 


By letter dated Octcber 30, 1950, Los Angeles furnished 
ipt of a conversation which took place between Von Karman 
The conversation wes the result . 


at 
on September 15, 1950. 
of a telephone call placed by Von Karman from his Pentzson 


and 


and 122) — 


Serie 
q Classi 
NEA LOR 


II=—) 


ei O4OLU Seria 
(5). Possible Association with 
ct of an Internal Security - R ‘ G-§ ~Yg 


ae. presently the subje 
ation besed on information furnished the Bureau 


tig 
, ive in England. 
— mm) 12 
) /) 


inves 
re 


— a eer nee Ce ee ee ee 


Se ee een ne ee ~ 


se 


and ew York City, reflect that 
by] C | the Institution for Muscle 
esearcn, c Avenue, New York City, and thet Von Karman is . 


on the Scientific Advisory Board of thet institution. 
| : (40-8216 Serial 11) 


(6). Association with Williem Perl 


As you are aware, Perl is the subject of an espionege 
investigation bésed on his associétions with Julius Rosenbe 


| 


Bureau investigation of Perl reflects that he wes Special 
Assistant to Von Karman in New York City in 19h7 and 1948 and as 
such was entitled to confidential material of the NACA which was 
furnished Von Karman. On July 22, 1947, Von Karman, while in 
Paris, forwardec a letter to NACA which requested NACA to send 
information to Perl who wes his technical assistant. In April, 
1948, Perl, using Von Karman's stationery, requested NACA to 
furnish a document entitled "Index of NACA Classified Publications." 
The documents are described as a compilation of titles of material 
and papers helpful in cetermining the advanced arecs of studies that 
have been explored in Aeronautical Research. During the latter 
part of 1950, Von Karman was interviewed regarding his associeéticn 
with Perl and stated that it was almost entirely related to his 
lectures at Columbia University and Perl's studies. Von Karmen 
stated he had no reason to question Perl's loyalty. Perl was 
also em-loyed by Von Karman for a brief period at St. Louis on 
unclassified research for a private concern in 197. 

~ (65-59312 Serial 5 
» 65-58236 Serial 30k) : 


RECOM: ENDATIONS ¢ 


(1). That the attached letter be furnished OSI advising 
them of recent allegations received concerning Von Karman. 


(2). That Liaison orally advise OSI as follows concerning 
William Perl and his employment under Von Kerman: 


William Perl is the subject of a Bureau pending espionage 
investigation which has determined thet he was a classmate at the 
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College of the City of New York of Julius Rosenberg, Morton Sobell, 
and Joel Barr. Ferl is known to have continued his associétion with 
these persons after leaving CCNY through meetings at an epartment 
which Perl rented in New York City. The Rosenberg essicneze parallel 
is known to have been comprised trincipally of Rosenberg's fellow 
clessmates at CCNY. Rosenberg and Sobell are presently in custody 
in New York City awaiting trial on espionage charges. Barr left 


: this country in January, 198, and is strongly suspected of having 


been a Soviet espicnage agent. It is noted thet on July 23, 1950, 


“Vivian Glessman, the former fiancee of Joel Barr, visited Perl in 


Clevelend, Ohio, furnished him instructions. anc offered him $2 ,000 
to leave the United States and to flee tc Europe by way of Mexico. 
At the time Perl informed the Bureau regarding this incident he 
denied he had accepted the money and claimed no knowledge as to 

the nurpose of the contact or the identity of the cerson who sent him 
+he instructions. It is recalled that Davie Greengless has steted 
that Rosenberg gave him similar instructions and furnished him 

with $5,000 to leave the country. The investigetion of Perl 

and Glassman is being continued. During the investigation, 

it hes been ascertained thet Perl worked for Von Karmen in 19:7 
when Von Karman was a special] consultant for Sverdrup ana Parcel 

on an unclessified Aeronautical Research contract. It has also 

been determined that in 1947 and 1948 Perl worked under Von Karman 
at Columbia University during which time Perl hac access to classified 
NACA material which was sent Von Karman. Also thet Perl requested 
certain classified material from NACA using Von Karmants stationery. 
It is noted that Von Karman has been interviewed both es 4 reference 
for Perl and in connection with Perl's investigation. He advised 
his association with Perl was almost entirely related to lectures 

at Columbia University and Perl's studies there. Von Karman states 
he had no reason to question Perl's loyelty. There hes been de- 
termined no reason during the investigation to believe thet Von 
Karman is aware of any subversive activity in which Perl may heve 
engaged. 


It is also recommended thet Liaison orally furnish 
OSI the information in items 2, 3, and 5 hereinbefore set out 
in this memorandum. 
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(3). That upon receipt of information that Von Karman - 
is or is not employed by the U. S. Government, the following in- 
vestigation of him be conducted: | 


a. If Von Karman is employed ty the Government, a 
Hoyalty investigation of him be conducted on the basis of recent 


llegations. 
SEE 
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b. If he is not employed by the Government, it is 
recommended that a discreet Internal Security - R investigation | 
gee of Von Karman be conducted for the purpose of verifying or disproving _ 
pee ._ | the allegation that he was a former member of the Hungarian and German yy 


Commmnist Party, The investigation will be r t h G-2 oS) 
who furnished the original .atlegation, tives tigation of Vou ReeaaTS” 
present activities and contacts will be confined to the use of . . 
reliable sources and discreet investigative techniques such as 

mail cover and toll call checks, In view of Von Karman's position, sa 5 
it is not recommended that open inquiries concerning him be made 


except through established sources until such time as his member— 
ship in the Communist Party has been established. 


3 (4). That the attached letter be sent the field advising 
— \ them of the action taken and informing them that they will be re- 
et jy quested to conduct the appropriate investigation after Von Karmants 
Ms (Federal employee status has been determined, 
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Office Memo: indum * UNITED STALES GOVERNMENT 
TO 7 BELMO eee _ cl 
FROM =: ¢, 5, sewer ce? la _ 


GF »-. 
SUBJECT: THEODORE VON CARMAN 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


RLS 


00 


PURPOSE : 


BS V? OSI advises that Von Karman is presently employed 

ses ise by the Air Force as Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board, 

Ee as = Room 40-340, Pentagon. Von Karman is considered one of the | 
at world's leading aerodynamicists and has been employed at California 

= Institute of Technology and United States Air Force since late ee / 

19308 A recent report received from G-2 alleges that Todar Karman,” / 


on 0 on vq 20 8 


- te 00 me Oe ow + 


ES 
= oy Se who is apparently identical with Theodore Von Karman, was Commissar— 2 ~ 7 
Sz of Higher Education in Hungary in 1919, and later « member of the 2° — 
E 252 German Communist Party. Bufiles reflect subject has been associated | ii 
a is in aeronautical research with espionage subjects. However, no v 
cE = information has been developed that his association was connected eC 
with their espionage. activity: It is recommended that this matter %, 
be referred to the Loyalty Section in view of subject's status as ‘>? 
a government employee. a. > : 
. an 
BACKGROUND : Wes rt. 
ne 


Reference is made to my memorandum dated January 22, ots 
1951, which furnished in detail information recently received 
concerning subject and information developed during the course 7\\" 
of investigations involving persons who have been associated with 
subject in aeronautical research. : 


£9, f..- 


My memorandum advised that subject was born May ll, - 
1881, Hungary; entered the United States in 1930; and was naturalized — 
- in 1936. Since his entry into the United States, subject has been 
employed as Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Research Laboratory 
at the California Institute of Technology and as one of the world's 5 
leading aerodynamicists. He has served as a consultant to the | a . 
National Advisory ‘Committee on Aeronautics and as Chairman of the Cy 
Scientifig Advisory Board of the Commanding General of the Arny Air Ry 
Force. He is also a holder of the Medal of Merit. | 
— mee aes oe oy 
a My memorandum advised that the Bureau “had received 2k 
& receht report from G-2 which reflects that in 1948, a CIC investigation 
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in Europe determined information from a source "fairly reliable - 

possibly true" that one Todar Karman, who is apparently identical | 

with subject was Commissar of Higher Education in Hungery after the 

Communist uprising in 1919. According to the source, Karman 

fled to Germany the same year and continued as a member of the 

German Communist Party. He then came to the United States where 

he associated as a Professor with the California Institute of | 
Technology and engaged in research work for the United States Army Air eersesn: 
Forcee at 


My memorandum-noted that Bufiles reflect that in 1941, ~ 
subject was investigated on the basis of a report that German 
aliens at Caltech had access to rest =] prep No subversive  ~ 
activitv was estsablishec 


; PT tty, 
J) ' 
. Bufiles further reflect 
aeronautical research 
| 
| Perl advised 
had taken the documents in order that he might have the benefit b1C 
of information contained therein in preparing a necessary pape 
rerl stated he was introduced to | 
by Dr. Von Karman. He emphasized that did not 
ask him for classified information. ss | 
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No evidence has been determined during the above. : 
investigations that Von Karman is engagec in espionage activity. 


My memorandum recommended the furnishing of pertinent 
information in Bufiles to OSI with a request that OSI advise if 
subject is employed by that Agency. It also recommended that in the 
event subject is employed by OSI that a Loyalty investigation of 
him be conducted and in the event he is not so employed, that the 
Bureau institute a discreet Internal Security - R investigation. 


By letter dated January 30, 1951, OSI advised that 
subject is presently employed by the Air Force as Chairman of the 
Scientific Advisory Board, Room 4C-340, Pentagon. They also advised 
that an electronic commnicetion had been dispatched to Europe 
requesting all available background data pertaining to Todear Karman 
who is apparently identical with subject. 


By memorandum dated February 3, 1951, pertinent 
information concerning Von Karman was furnished the Department 
in answer to a request by the Department as to wh eau LIC 
had any information indicating that the cases of Perl 
were related and whether the Von Karman in those cases was identical. 


RECCUMMENDATION : 


In accordance with the information set out in my 
memorandum of January 22, 1951, and in view of the fact that no 
evidence of <eSpiondge: activity on the part of Von Karman has 
been developed in the various Bureau cases in which his name 
is mentioned, it is recommended that this matter be referred to 
the Loyalty Section for their consideration as to whether a Loyalty 
investigation of Von Karman should be conducted in view of his 
employment with the United States Government. 
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Office M222 . 1AUmMe ¢ UNITED STA ETS GOVERNMENT | 
SEI DATE: February 17, 1951 a 


to + Mr. A. H. Belm 
FROM _C. H. Stanleyf |); 


hs Glevin 
SUBJECT: THEODORE, Von kee eco aeey 
Chairman |. ous pies 
Scientific Advisory Board i Belmont____ 
Department of the Air Force "Mote 
a D.C. —— S if - ; tele. Room 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES eee nay 
, | “rn reesouramien commen OS 5 ) 
ree | HERE IS UGE! 2StFtED EXCEPT : 


PEM EMA . 
| To request that the Listes Pa Re tain from the [ 
Department of the Air Force if Von Karman is an employee of the - | 

- 5. Goverrment within the purview of Executive Order 9835, and, OM, 
if so, it should be determined whether any action is desired con- 
cerning Von Karman under the provisions of Executiv . 


BACKGROUND: 


| Von Karman, after his entry into the United States in 1930, 
was employed as Director of the Guggenheim Aeronautical Research | 
Laboratory at the California Institute of Technology and is one of 
the World's leading Aerodynamicists. Prior to 1947, he served as a 5 
Consultant to the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics and < 
in 1947 he was made Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board of o¥ 
the Commanding General of the Department of the Air Force and he is ¢ 3 
the holder of the Medal of Merit, | | (7 


Information was recently received from G-2 indicating that 
one Todar Karman was Commissar of Higher Education in Hungary after — 
the Communist uprising in 1919, and was later a member of the Communist 
Party in Germany. This information was furnished to the Air Force by 
letter dated January 23, 1951, ~ 7 

__, , Air Force was also orally advised that information is con- . 
tained in the files of the Bureau indicating Von Karman has associated ~~~ 
in aeronautical. research at the California In mute of Technology — otc 
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Reference ts made to Bulet dated January 23, _ 
: L951, which advised that tauformatton tn Bureaux files ____. oe 
concerning esubjfeet kad been made avatlable to OSI at. - i 
Washtngton and the Fteld would be furntshed tustructtionse 
concerning the tnvesttgation of subject upon recetpt of — | 
information from OSI as to subject's Federal euployee 
Statuse | | Le | 


e Bureau-was adutsed mT ae 
Counterintelligence Dit On, a 


ot, that Yor Xarman, as Chairman of the Sctenttfic Ad-. 
utsory Board, Department of the Air For cé, Ratutatns an 


off e fentagon Building at Washington. According : 
to Yon Karman te patd on a contract basis and NS 
$s therefore not on the Air Force payroll or subje | * 
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* 6c, Bel Loyalty investigation under Executtue Order 9835. 

eS has further advised that subject ts still employed. by the 

ert  Caltfornta Instttute of. Technology and requested that the ‘ 

eraee Bureau conduct an Internal Security - R tnvestigation of 5 
rae subject. or Ae also advised that OSI ts conducting 


termediate tnvestigation in Europe for the purpose of 
developtng background tnformatioen concerning Toedar Xarman 
for the purpose of attempting to definitely establish «+ 
that Todar Xarmaa ts tdentical with subject... : ae 


f 
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Infornatton avatlable to the Bureau concerntng aA. 
F : 4 


Theodore Von Karman reflects that_he has. been @iPrefesser 4 
of. Aeronauties at the Caltforuta Inetitute of fechnology ‘ 


tT 


one 

since his arrtval tn the United States in 1930 with the : 

_ exception of short pertods of employment tr ether parts 

2 xt ee of the Ontted States... Stree 1936 he sie. 6 “Bt 7¥R26 ‘ te 


1051 | Closely tn aeronautical researc} 
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Yon Karman for 
According to 
s an old frte 


Gattonrs. 
nee | As you are aware, G~2 has now furnished tnrfornation 
oo concerning one Todar Karnan, whitch alleges that Tedar Xarnuar 
was appotnted Deputy Coumissar of Cultural and Educattonal 
Affatre tn charge of higher education after the Communist 
upristng in Hungary during 1919. The inforaction also 
alleges that Todar Karman later fled fron Eungary te Geruany 
where he continued hts membership tn the Conruntet Farty. | 
.On the basts of information furntahed by the Los Angeles 
Office, as a result of an IWS record check, nade by Log 
Angeles tn August of 1941 in connection with a previous 
tnvestigation of Yen Karman, tt appeara that Todar Karman 
and Theodore Yor Karman are tdentical. {x . | 


On the baste of the foregoing tnforuatton, Los 
Angeles ts being destgnated office of ortgtn and tg ine 
structed to conduct an tmmediateland thorough Interaal 
Security -~ k investigation ef Theodore Yor Zarnan. fhe 
tnvestigatton ta to be discreet and conftned at thia tine 
: to the use of such dtlacreet sources as toll eall checka, — 
pa ~ matl covers, apet phystcal. surcetilances, and taterutewe ~ 


with established sources of tnformation only. All reports - 


‘are to be submitted promptly and are to be prepared tn 
accordance with extsting regulations concerning dissemination. 


| The Washtngton Field Office te te conduct the 
same type tnuestigatton of Yon Xarnan durtng kis presence 
tn Washington, DB. C. In the event tt is subsequently | 
determined that Vor Karman spends the greater part of hts 
tine in Washington, the Washington Field Ofrtee wiil be 
designated by the Bureau as ef fice of ortgtn. It ts neted 

Pee ; that the Wachtngtoa Field Office ts presently tu the process 

of tnterutewing Theodore Yor Xarnuan in connection with the 
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fustituted. 


Hew York ts to Aumediately contact Gu2 Headquarters, —_ 
Hew York City, for the purpose ef deteratning the tdentity ef 
the CIC informant who furntzshed the tnformation concerning. pantie 
Todar Karman tn order that the tnformant can be retaterviered 
_ by Sureau sources or OSI tn Eupope for all tnformation tn . 
ie his possession concerning Tedar Karman or Theodore For Karman. 


Kew York ft 

Wt gation of menttoned tn New York letter dated re 
October 4, OU, t8 th ahy way related to the tnuvesttgation eee 
of Yon Karman. fhere ts attached for Kew York a copy of the i 
Ge2 report corceratug Yor Zernman, which New York Jorwarded the 
Bureau in connection with tts letter of October €, 1950. 4 + 
Photostatic copy te alse attached for the tnrfornatton of the — 
Washington Field Offtce. ~ | | 


ermtne from G-2 whether the trvestt~ 


_ On the baste of a previously conducted review of * 
the Sureau ftles, tt appears that Les Angeles ts in the 
pessession of all perttnent tnufermation concerning Theodere 
Yor Karman. A current revtew of Bureay files te, however, 
being made and any adctttokal pertinent tnformation net. Ss 
avatlakie to Los Angéies wtll be furnished. : 


__—-<~“A cheek of Central Office records of INS at Washe 
tngton is betng made by the Bureau concerning Todar Xarman te 
determine whether {t is pessible that Todar Xerman and | | 
Theodore Yon Karman are not fdentical. It ts noted that IFS ae 
records concerning Theodore Yon Karman have already been checked. - 
by Los Angeles tn connectton with thefr previous investtgattos © .- 
of subject. <A photograph of Yen Karman whitch appeared tn the... 
Janucry 1, 1951, tesue of Pine magazine te betng copied at 
the Bureau and will be furntshed Los Angeles and tnterested 

' offices. 7 : 


The Bureau ts aleo deteratning from tts Sties the _— 
tdentity pfperecns who are Enown to have held offtetal — os 
posttions tn the Hungarian Comnuntat Governnent of 1919 and tf 
deened approprtate, will set out leads requesting the inter~ 
view of those persons concerning subject. The results of the 
OSI thugttigakien new being Sonducted in Europe will be aade 

F 7% entacat ved at the Bureau. on 
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TO : Mr. A. H. Belmont fo DATE: February 28, 1951 
FROM : V. P. Keay” og € , eam 
Jo f ~ : Rie 
suBJecT: THEODORE VON KARMAN we Nichols 
Chairman. a - J seoe 
Scientific Advisory Board _ ee ee ee ff tarvo__— 
Department of the Air Force yaar 
Washington, D. C. ae Sierras 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES nease_ 
vend; 


Py memorandum detec February -17, 1951, addressed 
to you by Mr. C. H. Stanley, it was recommended that the 
Liaison Section ascertain from the Department of the Air 
Force if Von Karman is an employee of the U. S. Government 
within the vurview of Executive Order 9535 end, if so, it 
should be Getertsined whether any action is cesirecd concerning 
Von Karman uncer Executive Order 9835. 


TR ees cccivee 4 
guested at an investigation be mace o on Karman bu (3 (\ 
requested that the investigetion be under the heading of wv] \ 
Internal Security rether then the Loyelty of Sovernment i) 
Employees. This request wes based on the fact that Von ; 


Karman is connected with the California Institute of Tech- 
nolozy and is Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board. 
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gsteted that there is some doubt at this 
ime aS to wnethner it is proper to investicete Von Karman 
under Executive Order.2839 end stated that in any event, 

if possible, it would/preferable for the investigetion to 
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| be made under the Internal Security character. In this  _—s_ 
ES connection they noted that Von Karman has access to prac--2-A_ 
S i tically all classified information in Air Force Headquarters 
= 2 and is an outstanding. technician. They pointed out that. to 
=2eai conduct the investigation under 9835, which may not be appropriate. 
ZF the information developed would of necessity be passed to Air 
SE= Force throuch the “Civil Service Commission and many individuals 
maSiz not directly concerned would have access to the results of the 
=<=zo investigation. ae a — Fae oe f2 
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L: = 34 z <i : 
tp i eee 9 
Oy a ae 
C ae : * 
C Or EN se. 2 


ord Tn at energie a ne me ee ee ee ee sae SS 
a 
SO ree ane ree ee gp eegp ern ne tere - 


RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that this memorandum be referred 
tc the ae Gees section for its informetion end then to the 
Security Section for appropriate investifation. 
recuested tnat eve ry ePrort be made to trace Ticodore 
Karmeants imimiz sretion ana glam ereica baie records in order 
witn.the imnizretion end netursii- 
mén,wno wes Commissioner or Higher 


it cen be determined 
are not the same. 
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thet they cen be comoared 
Z&tion recoras of Todsr Har 
Education in Hungary, in order thet 
whetner the two indivisuals ere or 
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TO : DIXECTOR, FEI oOATE: February 6, 1951 
4 Par, : SLC, ''FO : | | é ea 
SUBJECT: THEODOAE VCH KAMAN . f Peg ol / 
INTE ANA S200 12> = C ree 
file 10C-32725686 end 65-29)2 : > ae 
. From a review of the information pre- oe 
sently aveilable to the Wr0a, it would appear & 
thet the iif CCOtrD VOR eee subject of P file; s ty 


LOC- 2725866, ena the PHOCUCHE VOU KASHEN, subs 
ject of Bufile 65-8942, are vrobebly identical. 


is being broucht to the Buréau's 
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| DIRECTOR, EBI aa FUL NPORMATION CONTAINED ae 
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_ THEODORE VON KARMAN, SM - C. (BUFILE 100-372586) RE Los ANGI LES 


NOV. 10, 1950, AND CLEVELAND LETTER JAN. S, 1951. 
SP 
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VON KARMAN MAINTAINS OFFICE IN ke a 
oe 
PENTAGON, WITH AIR FORCE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD, WHICH ADVISED Now. Ms 1950 “¥ 


THAT HE WAS IN EUROPE FOR THEM. HOWEVER, AIR FORCE PERSOMIEL RECORDS SHOT 0 
TERMINATED JANe 3, 19h6. 
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EFFORTS TO CLARIFY STATUS CONTINUING. on re 


CC - Chicago by Mail | 
CC - Los Angeles by Mail 

‘CC - New York by Mail RECOR 
CC - Cleveland by Mail. . 
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